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SENTENCES HANDED DOWN AGAINST FIVE

IN MARIJUANA TRAFFICKING OPERATION


United States Attorney Johnny Sutton announced that federal prison sentences have been handed 
down in El Paso, Texas, against five individuals for their roles in a marijuana trafficking 
organization based in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico.  Over a two-year period beginning in 
2003, this organization was responsible for importing and distributing to the upper mid-west, east 
and northeastern portions of the United States in excess of 48,000 kilograms of marijuana, four 
kilograms of ecstacy and 240 kilograms of cocaine. 

Earlier today, United States District Judge David Briones sentenced Ruben Acosta Vargas and 
Lorenzo Villalobos to 168 months and 140 months in federal prison, respectively.  Yesterday 
morning, Judge Briones sentenced Diego Villalobos, Jr., and Andres Qintero to 210 months and 180 
months in federal prison, respectively.  In August 2006, Judge Briones sentenced Carlos Fabian 
Pando to 188 months in federal prison.  All five pled guilty to various drug and/or money laundering 
conspiracy charges prior to jury selection. 

“Today these drug dealers paid the price for selling their poison in our country. Our office will 
continue to aggressively prosecute drug traffickers and their ilk,” stated United States Attorney 
Johnny Sutton. 

In September of last year, a federal jury convicted three co-defendants on drug and/or money 
laundering charges. They are: Diana Marquez, wife of ringleader Mario Alonso Marquez-
Ramos and a former Texas Alcohol Beverage Commission tax compliance officer; former El 
Paso real estate agent Horacio Fernandez; and, Hector Marquez-Ramos, brother of Mario Alonso 
Marquez-Ramos. 

Diana Marquez and Hector Marquez each face between ten years and life in federal prison; 
Horacio Fernandez, up to 20 years in federal prison. Their sentencings have yet to be scheduled. 

Co-defendants Mario Alonso Marquez-Ramos, Daniel Martinez, Esaul Guerrero and Christina 
Quintero Villalobos are fugitives in this case. 

United States Attorney Johnny Sutton commended the investigative efforts of the United States 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Drug Enforcement Administration.  Assistant 
United States Attorneys Jose Luis Acosta and John Gibson are prosecuting this case on behalf of 
the government. 
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